Snowdrop Valley Park and Ride Scheme 4th February – 26th February 2012
The road closure is extended until 4th March with no buses running

Information for Groups

It is essential that we know when groups are coming to Snowdrop Valley so that we can provide additional park and ride buses if necessary and inform members of the public of the best time to visit.  Local organisations will be running the Snowdrop Cafe during the period and we need to let organisers know if large numbers are expected (see page 2).  Please contact snowdropvalley@googlemail.com with details of the date you wish to visit, the expected time of arrival, numbers of passengers; contact details of any specific requirements regarding mobility.  All visitors to the valley must do so either on foot or using the park and ride bus.  The only exceptions are blue badge holders, who will first need to obtain a Snowdrop Valley vehicle pass – see below.
Vehicles breaking the legal road closure may be reported to police

Park and Ride Buses

Depart Rest and Be Thankful car park regularly 10:30am – 4pm.  Last bus back from valley 4:35pm

Blue Badge Holders

Collect instructions and a permit (refundable £5) from staff in the Rest and Be Thankful car park

Staff need to know how many vehicles are in the valley at all times in case of an emergency

Permits must be returned to staff after use to confirm that the vehicle has left the valley

 A donation towards the running of the scheme would be gratefully received

Self-drive groups

If your passengers are unable to use our park and ride service, but do not have a blue badge, a charge of £20 will be made and a permit issued for that trip.

Fares (part or whole trip) 

Adults £4;   Senior Citizens £3;  Children 5 – 15 £2;   Under 5s free;   Dogs carried at drivers discretion

All fares must be paid in cash directly to the driver – cards and cheques cannot be accepted

Parking

Short stay: 
Rest and Be Thankful Inn car park – not suitable for coach or minibus parking, but can 

be used to drop off passengers

Long stay: 
Beside cattle pens opposite the Inn or at sheep market 150 yards from cross roads – 

plenty of space for coaches and minibuses to park and turn

Permission for parking kindly given by Exmoor Farmers Livestock Auctions  

 Walking 

We can send you leaflets in advance of your visit.  The walking route is marked on the map and walkers need to follow the snowdrop symbols.  Please advise groups to wear appropriate clothing and footwear for winter walking – good sturdy walking boots or at the very least wellies, together with outdoor clothing – and allow at least 1 ½ hours for the whole walk – note that the return trip is all up hill!

Additional Week of Closure

The road closure will be extended for a week after the park and ride scheme finishes.  The only way into the valley for visitors will be on foot or a by collecting a Snowdrop Valley vehicle pass if the car holds a Blue Badge.  Staff will be available in the Rest and Be Thankful Inn car park to issue passes and provide information to visitors.
Wheddon Cross

Wheddon Cross, the highest village on Exmoor, grew when the Minehead to Bampton turnpike was built in the 1820s.  Together with its sister village Cutcombe, it is home to St John's church; primary school; village hall; public house; petrol station; shop and a variety of accommodation. Local charities will run the Snowdrop Cafe on various dates – see www.wheddoncross.org.uk for details.

Snowdrop Valley

Snowdrops may have arrived in Britain with Benedictine Monks in the 11th century and introduced  into the valley in the 13th century by monks from Dunster as a symbol of Candlemas (2nd February), the feast of the purification of the Virgin Mary.

For years this remote valley was a secret known only to locals. As visitors increased, so did congestion on the single track road, obstruction of access to local houses and farms, and damage to roadside verges. Exmoor National Park Authority ran a park and ride scheme for eleven years and in 2008 Cutcombe Parish Council took it over. Access to this privately owned valley is kindly granted by Badgworthy Land Company.

As you walk around the circular path, you pass the site of a sawmill, once powered by the river Avill. The course of the water channel (or 'leat') can still be seen. A steam engine provided power in dry summers. The top path from the bridge runs along the bank of another leat.  Larch and oak were used to construct gates and railway wagons.  For years the Holland family, and later the Schofield family, sold snowdrops in Minehead, however it is now illegal to pick them.  

Snowdrop Café

On the following dates local charities will be providing light refreshments in the Moorland Hall less than one minutes walk from the bus stop in the village.  We need to let the caterers know if large groups are expected so please let us know numbers and expected time of arrival.  This information will be updated on www.wheddoncross.org.uk should any changes be made.  

Sat 4th Feb Moorland Hall & Recreation Ground Board of Trustees
Sun 5th Feb Cutcombe School & Dunkery Pre School
Wed 8th Feb Exmoor Pony Society
Fri 10th Feb Exmoor Pony Society
Sat 11th Feb Exmoor Pony Society
Sun 12th Feb Cutcombe School & Dunkery Pre School
Tues 14th Feb Cutcombe School & Dunkery Pre School
Wed 15th Feb Mothers Union
Thurs 16th Feb Cutcombe School & Dunkery Pre School
Fri 17th Feb St Johns Church
Sat 18th Feb St Johns Church 

Sun 19th Feb Cutcombe School & Dunkery Pre School
Tues 21st Feb Exmoor Pony Society
Wed 22nd Feb Cutcombe History Group
Fri 24th Feb Exmoor Pony Society
Sat 25th Feb Cutcombe WI
Sun 26th Feb Cutcombe WI
Please note that the Exmoor Pony Society stall will be available whenever the Snowdrop Cafe is open.

We are pleased to offer a range of Snowdrop Valley merchandise this year available from the information trailer in the car park.  There will be small (A6) and large (A5) greetings cards, postcards and jute bags (which have an internal purse pocket and mobile phone holder stitched inside) for you and your group to purchase.  We regret that we are only able to accept cash payments due to our remote location.  We would be grateful if you could pass this information on to your passengers so that they may come prepared....!

