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UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE  - May 2008 
 
ST JOHN’S CUTCOMBE   
 
May 1st   7.00pm BCP HC 
   Readers Mr E Beckett & Mr J Webber 
   Sidesman Mr R Neal 
May 4th   6.00pm EVENSONG 
   Readers Mrs M Russell & Mr R Webber 
   Sidesman Mr P Webber 
May 11th 8.00am BCP HC 
   Readers Mr E Beckett & Mrs G Brooks 
   Sidesman Daniel Matravers 
May 18th 11.15am BCP HC 
   Readers & Sidesmen to be arranged 
May 25th 10.30am UNITED BENEFICE AT LUXBOROUGH  
June 1st   11.15am BCP MP 
   Readers Mrs W Schofield & Mrs M Russell 
   Sidesman Mr R Neal 
 
FLOWERS & BRASS 
 
May 3rd   Sally Parish 
May 10th & May 17th  Rachael Turner 
May 24th & May 31st  Rose Peto 
 
The church looked beautiful for the Easter Services.  Many thanks to all 
who helped decorate for the Festival and those who have given their time 
and skills throughout the year.  Gill Langdon 
 
ST JOHN’S CHURCH CUTCOMBE 
 
Cutcombe Church Vestry and AGM was held on Thursday 10th April in 
the Moorland Hall.  Jon Trouton and Gill Langdon were elected Church 
Wardens.  After the presentation of Annual Reports and Accounts the PCC 
was re-elected with the welcome addition of Gay Brooks.  Gay and Gill 
were elected Deanery Synod Representatives. 
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The meeting concluded with the Grace and with the fervent hope that the 
Rector will be back with us after his Sabbatical. 
 
CUTCOMBE  FRIENDSHIP  CLUB 
 
Tuesday  13th May at 2.30  Teas: Yvette Lee  
Tuesday   27th May at 2.30  Teas: Jean Webber 
 
We meet in the Moorland Hall for a couple of hours on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month.   At the moment we have tables playing 
bridge, whist, Rummikub or Scrabble but could always have a go at 
learning something different as well!  We would be delighted to welcome 
new members, so why not come along? 
 
MOORLAND  HALL  100  CLUB – April Draw 
 
£20 No. 31 Arthur Webber £10     No. 103 Sir Andrew & Lady Burns 
£5   No. 56 Mr & Mrs H Stevens 

CUTCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council met on the 15th April. Draft minutes of all meetings are 
available on the website www.wheddoncross.org.uk and are posted on the 
Parish notice boards at Wheddon Cross and Luckwell Bridge. Remember 
to leave any community notices or correspondence for the Clerk in the 
yellow folder at the Londis garage shop. 

Annual Parish Meeting of Electors 

The APME was held on 2nd April at the Moorland Hall. Topics discussed 
included proposals put forward by Summerfield Homes regarding the 
development of the auction field; the proposed closure of the Wheddon 
Cross Post Office and replacement with a mobile, part-time, outreach 
service; the future and management of the waste disposal bins at The Rest 
and Be Thankful Inn car park and proposed support for the Dunkery Pre-
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School. Draft minutes will soon be available on the website or ask the 
Clerk if you would like a copy. 

Mobile Skatepark 

The mobile skate park will be visiting Wheddon Cross on Sunday 11th 
May between 11am and 1pm, at the Moorland Hall car park. The 
local police have organised the visit in conjunction with Parish 
Councillor John Davis who will be organising refreshments. 

Annual Audit 

The Annual Return for the financial year ended 31st March 2008 is open 
for inspection by any parishioner between 1st and 30th May 2008 before 
being submitted to our external auditors: please telephone the Clerk on 
07964 521206 to make an appointment if you wish to see the accounts. 

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting at which the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the coming year will be elected. This 
will be held on the 20th May at 7.30pm in the Moorland Hall. The agenda 
will be available on the website and on the Parish Council notice boards in 
Wheddon Cross and Luckwell Bridge several days beforehand. Please 
remember that all parishioners are warmly welcomed at Parish Council 
meetings and time is set aside at the beginning of each meeting for public 
questions and statements. 

Contact the Clerk Marlene Allinson for any further information on 07964 
521206 or e-mail marlene@marleneallinson.wanadoo.co.uk 

HELLO  TO ONE AND ALL  
 
Just a bulletin to let you know I’m still here!!  For some time now, when 
asked how I was, my reply was “I’m all right – just need a new leg”.  Well 
– am getting nearer to that day.   Not sure yet if it will be an ordinary limb 
or “blades” and a spring on the good leg!!  (Competition for the blade 
runner – ha! ha!) 
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Thank you to everyone who has sent me cards, flowers etc. and visited.   I 
feel so lucky to have such wonderful friends.   Hope it won’t be too long 
before I see you all.   Sybil 
 
CUTCOMBE AND DISTRICT W I REPORT 
 
After the usual March business meeting (we hope to supply Cutcombe 
School children with reflective armbands) a rather small band of members 
found Pam Gilbert’s talk on beading quite fascinating as she is a 
knowledgeable and interesting speaker.  Members enjoyed being able to 
look at and handle the many samples of this decorative craft that Pam 
brought along – including necklaces, bracelets and much more. 
 
April’s meeting turned into a rare treat in more ways than one.  Our 
speaker, Sara Anson, worked as a geography teacher in a private school on 
the outskirts of Beirut. Her enthusiasm for the Lebanon just kept bubbling 
over giving us an informed insight into this small but complex community. 
 
Slides of bomb sites, ancient ruins (Lebanon has a history of dwellings 
going back 50,000 BC) recent beautiful reconstructions, modern mosques 
and huge shopping malls followed each other in swift succession; all 
interspersed with droplets of fascinating information. 
 
Although Lebanese women do not ‘veil’ Sarah explained how being veiled 
gives women a feeling of security, especially in war torn countries.  She 
also helped us understand the situation of the Palestinian refugees living in 
Lebanon who actually have no status and making a living is for them 
difficult.  All this followed a dressing up session in typical Lebanese 
clothing – very attractive, easy and comfortable to wear and an array of 
Lebanese dishes for us to try.  We felt we had been there.  Thank you 
Sarah. 
 
May meeting is Resolutions.  Please come and have your say on two 
important national issues.  The speaker is Gay Brooks with her slides of 
New Zealand taken whilst on holiday last year. 
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CALLING ALL SCONE MAKERS 
 
You may remember last summer the Moorland Hall was booked by the 
Stag Owners car club to provide cream teas for an afternoon and many of 
you kindly made scones which raised valuable funds for the hall.  Because 
of this event we have been booked by the MG Owners Club to provide 
cream teas for approximately 100 people on 29th June which means I am 
on the scrounge again for around 200 scones.  If you are able to bake a 
dozen plain scones or if you would be able to help serve tea/wash up 
please let me know on 841891.  Many thanks in advance! Sally Parish 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
We are pleased to announce the arrival of baby Jack George Parish at 
4.38am on Wednesday 16th April weighing in at 7lbs 5oz.  Sally, Tim and 
baby are doing well.  He had his first official outing on Sunday to the Rest 
to celebrate Edgar’s 80th birthday lunch! 

 
MONEY TO BURN? 
 
The price of fuel has risen astronomically in the past year. Therefore we 
suggest forming an Oil Syndicate based at Wheddon Cross/Cutcombe to 
save money. Those who are interested in joining the Syndicate please 
contact: Alan Jarrett (Chapel Cottage) 841799 or Robert Simmons 
(Foxworth) 841150. The more Villagers involved, the better price we 
negotiate. 
 
VILLAGE NEWS 
 
The Rest & be Thankful has been given a jolly good going over. Julie says 
that by the time they finish, (1st July) not one bit of the old place will be 
untouched. The beauty of it all is, it hasn't changed a bit! Its just roomier, 
brighter and magically untouched. The new pub area should really pack 
them in, just like my City days in London, you never sit there either 
(unless you want drinks poured over you). Eric built a new ramp for access 
in about 5 minutes, after the builders lost the old one, so don't be put off by 
the front step. 
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I had coffee with Margaret and Steven the new owner's of Sundial House. 
They are thinking about reopening the Tea Room. Considering 2 years ago 
we were a food free drive through, with only a stop, if you absolutely must 
for a pee, WX could be getting on the map!! I rather fancy a Chinese 
Takeaway at the Old Post Office. Frank and Rosie at Exmoor House could 
become a Pizza Hut. 
 
Sunday 20th April saw 4 generations of Webber's at the Rest & B, as Edgar 
celebrated part of his 80th  Birthday at lunch and Jack George Parish made 
his debute at 4 days old. Arthur looked very well, now into his 91st year. 
 
Gremlins are here. Cutcombe's church boiler has been meddled with. As 
Treasurer, I do notice the foreign coins in the wallbox. I suppose we all 
need to grow out of childish behaviour but I thought that this had been 
sorted out previously. It is also very sweet to get your child to sign a Gift 
Aid Envelope but, as they do not pay tax, yet, it is a futile exercise. 
 
The Boiler at Winsford Church expired on Good Friday. Please wear extra 
woollies and take a hot water bottle. This may take a time to sort out. The 
Churchwardens are on it. 
 
The new rail at Exton Church is very beautiful and tactile. Please come 
and admire and stroke it. 
 
The Rector continues to make progress and will now be off on his 
Sabbatical. We all hope his health will be fully restored after this rest, 
away from all of us!! 
 
We went to the Bridge Cottage Tea Room for Sunday lunch recently. 
Delicious. 
 
The Moorish Lunches are very popular but you must book early as they fill 
up quickly. 
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CUTCOMBE HORSE SHOW AND GYMKHANA   

Once again the Cutcombe Horse Show and Gymkhana will take place at 
Dunkery Hill Gate on Sunday 15th June by 
kind permission of Mr and Mrs Harold 
Stevens.  

Horse and pony classes commence at 
9.00am with the Best Turned Out and 
Working Hunter Pony Classes and continue 
throughout the morning. The Mountain and 

Moorland Classes begin at 10am with the In Hand Young stock and a 
variety of classes for registered and unregistered ponies culminating in the 
‘Best in Show’ who win the Tawpitts Perpetual Challenge Rose Bowl.  
Showjumping starts at 10am under the watchful eye of judge Mr Andrew 
Turner with an array of classes for all, alongside the Clear Round Jumping 
for those who require a warm up. 
The Fancy Dress Competition for anyone on foot or mounted, is a 
spectacle not to be missed and as always the show welcomes the Minehead 
Harriers who will parade their hounds at lunchtime.  The afternoon is filled 
with all the ‘thrills and spills’ of the gymkhana and of course the Dog 
Show and Terrier Show will be as popular as ever with numerous classes 
to suit every type or breed. 
 
Cutcombe School Parents will have some delicious food on offer, next to 
the well stocked bar to quench your thirst, so this occasion should not be 
missed! 
 
Schedules are available at local outlets or by contacting Di Stevens 07980 
293019 or Angela Edwards 01643 831549. Dog Show – Jan Harris 
01398 371556. 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
Thank you to everyone for their recent donations towards the printing of 
the magazine.  Please either give your money to the person who delivers it 
each month, Eileen at Dunkery View or to Mully. 
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CUTCOMBE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 
Wednesday 16th April was the first outdoor summer meeting when 16 
members made a visit to the old church at Parracombe on a wonderful light 
April evening.  An interesting time was had both inside the church and 
outside where the history of old Parracombe was revealed.  As it became 
chilly all repared to the Old Railway Inn at Blackmoor Gate where a 
delicious and welcome supper was had. 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 21st May when we will be 
walking part of the Old Mineral Line before having a meal at the bottom of 
the valley.  Numbers by Friday 16th May please. 
Look forward to seeing you.  Jacky Telephone 01643 841330 
 
A BIT MORE HISTORY 
 
Last month’s article on the purchase of the Playing Field produced many 
memories and comments.  I did make a few errors in my report, which 
must have been read as they have been corrected!  The Playing Field was 
actually owned by Simon Pearce’s father, who purchased both Thorne 
Farm and North Wheddon Farm.  (George Melhuish was the previous 
owner for many years and used to keep his milking cows and sheep in the 
field).   Mr Pearce sold a corner of the field to the Council, who later built 
the 8 bungalows for OAPs in the 1970s and named it Bouverie Close after 
Squire Bouverie who owned the Estate until 1928.  
He then offered and sold the Playing Field to the village.  The Lord Bishop 
of Bath and Wells dedicated it on Sunday 21st July 1968 with music 
provided by Watchet Town Band.  An Altar was set up in the field and 
there is a photograph of the Dedication and a service sheet with the Bishop 
with Rev Bonsey - our vicar, the Rev Miller from Timberscombe, Dr 
Coaker and Geoff Pugsley our Church Wardens at the time. 
 
CUTCOMBE SCHOOL 
 
Don’t forget to let the school have your supermarket vouchers soon before 
they are out of date. 
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A STORY TO TELL 
 
A friend emailed me this and I promptly emailed it halfway around the 
world to anyone I thought would find it amusing.   
Several Councillor friends had a smile.  Let’s hope I don’t need planning 
permission for a while! 
 

In the year 2007 the Lord came unto Noah, who was now 
living in England, and said: "Once again, the earth has 
become wicked and over-populated, and I see the end of all 
flesh before me. Build another Ark and save two of every 
living thing along with a few good humans."  
 
He gave Noah the CAD drawings, saying: "You have 6 
months to build the Ark before I will start the unending rain 
for 40 days and 40 nights."  
 
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah 
weeping in his yard, but no Ark.  
 
"Noah!" He roared, "I'm about to start the rain! Where is 
the Ark?"  
 
"Forgive me, Lord," begged Noah, "but things have 
changed. I needed Building Regulations Approval and I've 
been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the need for a 
sprinkler system.  
 
My neighbours claim that I should have obtained planning 
permission for building the Ark in my garden because it is 
development of the site, even though in my view it is a 
temporary structure.  
 
We had to then go to appeal to the Secretary of State for 
a decision. Then the Department of Transport demanded a 
bond be posted for the future costs of moving power lines 
and other overhead obstructions to clear the passage for 
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the Ark's move to the sea. I told them that the sea would be 
coming to us, but they would hear nothing of it.  
 
Getting the wood was another problem. All the decent trees 
have Tree Preservation Orders on them and we live in a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest set up in order to protect the 
spotted owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists that I 
needed the wood to save the owls - but no go!  
 
When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me. 
They insisted that I was confining wild animals against their 
will. They argued the accommodation was too restrictive, 
and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a 
confined space.  
 
Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the 
Rivers Authority ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until 
they'd conducted an environmental impact study on your 
proposed flood.  
 
I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal 
Opportunities Commission on how many 
disabled carpenters I'm supposed to hire for my building 
team. The trades unions say I can't use my sons. They insist 
I have to hire only accredited workers with Ark-building 
experience.  
 
To make matters worse, Customs and Excise seized all my 
assets, claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally 
with endangered species. So, forgive me, Lord, but it would 
take at least 10 years for me to finish this Ark."  
 
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a 
rainbow stretched across the sky. Noah looked up in 
wonder and asked, "You mean you're not going to destroy 
the world?"  
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"No," said the Lord. 
"The British government beat me to it." 
 

RUBBISH by �����������	�

  
 

Hullo bulk rubbish collections, I am most confused 
You still have not collected all the rubbish that’s recycle, or just used 

I left it at the gate in beautiful neat heaps 
 I didn’t leave it overnight for animals "what creeps" 

I guess you came at 6am for I had it out for 8 
I understood you came at 9 and I was not too late. 

However please clear me up, 
Or make it clear, if I have done aught wrong 

Because I only want to help, please listen to my song. 
 
 
WEATHER EYE 
 
 

A peck of March dust is worth a guinea 
 
 
 
     
 

 
The first week of March proved very mixed, with wind, rain, sleet, a little 
snow during the evening of the 3rd  and the lowest frost of the month (-4ºC 
air temp) on the morning of the 5th, when despite the frost a large bumble 
bee was seen visiting the mahonia flowers at 8am in the sunshine. 
The second week proved much wetter and windier.  St Simplicius’ Day, on 
the 10th  was the wettest of the month with 34mm (about 1.5").    The third 
and fourth weeks were mainly drier and sunnier after nearly an inch of rain 
on the 16th.  Good Friday on the 21st had wintry showers and Easter 
Sunday woke to a light covering of snow which rapidly thawed.  More 
wintry showers followed and the rest of the month remained unsettled with 
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sunshine, hail showers, 18.5mm of rain together with strong winds on the 
29th.  Two Canada geese were seen flying towards Thorne during the 
afternoon of the 31st. 
Total rainfall (including snow melt) was 171mm (nearly 7")  falling on 22 
days making this the wettest March this century, March 2006 being the 
next wettest with 157mm.  Five air frosts were recorded and a couple of 
ground frosts.   
 
NB  A peck is an old fashioned measure of dry capacity, equal to a quarter 
of a bushel, a bushel being the dry equivalent of eight gallons. 
 


